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The Pastors Reflections
Part 1
Hang On. Trust in the LORD.
The coronavirus pandemic has turned our lives and the world
upside down in a period of only a few weeks. We live in a new
reality, one for which none of us is prepared. We isolate
ourselves at home if we are able. Some of us have lost
employment and income. Many of us, because of our age or
health, are deeply concerned about catching the virus.
Finances are threatened and stretched. We don't know what
the future holds.
Tens of thousands worldwide have died from COVID-19,
hundreds of thousands have the disease, hospitals and

medical professionals in places are stretched beyond their
limits, and the growth in cases and deaths continues to climb
exponentially. Millions have lost their employment and
income, some of whom were barely meeting ends meet before
the pandemic. The economies of nations and the world are
under considerable stress, with a deep global recession likely.
The very poor will suffer most in the weeks ahead.
The people of Israel and Judah experienced absolute
disruption of their lives in 722 BC and 586 BC, respectively.
The Assyrians and Babylonians conquered these two nations,
the remnant of David's mighty kingdom, carrying their people
off into oblivion and exile. In Judah, Jerusalem was destroyed,
the temple was destroyed, and the temple religious practices
ended practically overnight.
For the Judeans remaining in their land and for those carried
off, their situation appeared hopeless, indeed. Where was
their God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? Had the
LORD forgotten them, forsaken them, rejected them? Were
the gods of Babylon mightier than their God?
By the rivers of Babylonthere we sat down and there we wept
when we remembered Zion.
On the willows there
we hung up our harps.
For there our captors
asked us for songs,
and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,
'Sing us one of the songs of Zion!' Psalm 137:1-3
While the prophets of Israel and Judah persistently reminded
the people of their sin against God and others, the same
prophets also issued words of reassurance from the LORD,
time and again.
For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Isaiah 55:12

Our situation is not the same, but the LORD is. The
Scriptures exhort us, saying "Do not be afraid," hundreds of
times.
Hang on, trust in the LORD, pray without ceasing, serve as
you feel called. Watch and see what the LORD will do.
Pastor John

The Pastor's Reflections
Part 2
The Angel's Message
But the angel said to the women, 'Do not be afraid; I know that
you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for
he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he
lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, "He has been raised
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him."' Matthew 28:5-7

April Scripture Readings
April 5th, Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Zechariah 9:9-10
1 Timothy 1:15-17; Matthew 21:1-11
April 9th, Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31-35
April 10th, Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22:1-31;
Hebrews 4:14-5:12; John 18:1-19:42
April 12th, Resurrection of the Lord (Easter)
Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 28:1-10
April 19th, 2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 22-32; Psalm 16;
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

April 26th, 3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19;
1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35
Read the Scripture passages HERE.

Serving in April
Week of April 12th
Inspirational Phone Message: Jon Hitchcock
Deacon Hospital Visitation: Ann Hultman
Chancel Guild: Margo Fullinwider, Martha Mayer
Week of April 19th
Inspirational Phone Message: Roberta Pess
Deacon Hospital Visitation: Dietta Hitchcock
Chancel Guild: Deb Prince, Jacque Allen
Week of April 26th
Inspirational Phone Message: Anna Maria Matteucci
Deacon Hospital Visitation: Martha Mayer
Chancel Guild: Lynn Karnes, Ann Hultman, Connie Wolf

Lenten Sermon Series
Encounters on the Way
For the six Sundays of Lent I am offering a series on some of
the people Jesus encountered during his ministry, and on his
way to the cross. Here's where we have been, and the
sermon title for next Sunday, Palm Sunday:
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5

Satan
Nicodemus
A Woman at a Well
A Blind Man and Some Pharisees
Martha and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus
A Jerusalem Crowd

The current crisis forced the suspension of worship after
March 15. Audio recordings of the sermons for March 22
and 29 (plus Scripture readings and organ recordings) are

available on the church website. Watch for an audio recording
of the entire service of worship for Palm Sunday.
A study of these remarkable individuals reveals different facets
of the purpose, life, and nature of the Messiah. His nature is
reflected in their conversations with the Crucified One. Have a
listen on Palm Sunday.
Pastor John

Lenten Study
"The Walk: Five Essential Practices
of the Christian Life"
We began a study of this video series on the second
Wednesday of Lent, but the state's quarantine directive and
Session's decision in response have required us to suspend it.
Nevertheless, there was a dedicated group of FPC members
and friends which attended the first three of the five planned
Wednesday sessions.
The author of the study, Methodist pastor Adam Hamilton, has
provided a remarkable and potentially transformative
curriculum encouraging the intentional adoption of new
spiritual disciplines for dedicated Christ-followers.
For that reason, I will be placing on the church website three
audio recordings from the last three video segments, along
with study/discussion guides, for those who have the book and
would like to complete the study at home. I heartily encourage
you to do that.
The audio recordings and study guides will be available HERE
by Saturday, April 4th.
Pastor John

FPC Worship Online
Our last corporate worship service happened on March 15th,
the Third Sunday in Lent. For the Fourth and Fifth Sundays,
March 22 and 29, we managed to post on our website audio
recordings of the Scripture readings, the sermon, and all of the

pieces our organist had planned. (Thanks, Carola.)
Going forward, we expect to do better. Beginning this Sunday,
April 5th (Palm Sunday) we intend to post in the same place
an audio recording of a full service of worship including a
liturgist, Carola, choir voices, and Pastor John.
Look for that service to be posted no later than 10:00 a.m.
each Sunday. The recordings will remain on our website
indefinitely.

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
Worship Services Online
A small worship team will record worship service audio for
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Check the church
website worship recordings page for those recordings by
6:00 p.m. on April 9th and 10th, respectively.
The Good Friday offering is a service of darkness or shadows,
Tenebrae in Latin, including a reading of Jesus's passion
narrative from the Gospel of John and classic hymns of the
passion.

A Prayer for This Time
I have composed a prayer (actually a list of prayer topics) for
the current pandemic, which you can find HERE. It is offered
as a guide for those who would benefit from it.
We collectively can due much to mitigate the suffering from the
pandemic, and we can continue to be diligent in prayer.
Pastor John

Prayer Requests During This Time
Please relay all prayer requests to the pastor or the church
office during this time. Our prayer ministries continue with
vigor.

Please Pray for Our Church

Please pray for Christ's church in all of its variety in our city,
nation, and the world, and...
For the revitalization and renewal of the First Presbyterian
Church of Roswell, as we are led by God's Holy Spirit.

Congregational Assistance During this Time
and Helpers Needed
During the current crisis our church plans to offer assistance to
any of our members and friends who could use it: help with
shopping, pickup and delivery, minor chores, and so on. If you
need assistance of this kind, please call the church office. We
will strive to help.
In order to carry out this ministry, the church needs a cadre of
helpers willing to assist in the ways noted above. With care
we can minimize exposure of helpers to the coronavirus. Is
God calling you to this ministry? Please see or call Pastor
John.

Congregational Contact Ministry
Everyone Can Do It!
Until we are able to resume worship and other ministries, the
Deacons and pastor will be working to stay in contact by
phone, text, email, and regular mail with all of our saints.
This ministry will be much more effective if all of us pitch in.
Please use one of these forms of contact to reach out to our
members and friends, with intention and regularity. Some of
our saints are working through the church directory. If you
need a phone number, email address, or mailing address,
please call the church office.
Thank you for helping!

Helping Our Neighbors
The First United Methodist
Curbside Food Pantry
Our Methodist neighbors offer a small curbside food pantry at

the corner of Third Street and Kentucky Avenue. Over the
past few weeks it has seen strongly increased activity as
people in need have visited the pantry to collect whatever
nonperishable items they need.
The pantry is refilled by the generous donations of Methodists
and those who are not. Your contributions to the pantry would
be surely appreciated by our neighbors. Simply drop off your
nonperishable donations in the pantry.
Giving to God (Through FPC) in This Time
Most of the ministries and programs of First Presbyterian
Church have been suspended for the time being, especially as
we await word from the state health department that we can
begin gathering once again. As of this writing our Admin
Assistant and I continue to keep nearly normal office hours.
At the same time we are working out the kinks with respect to
providing worship audio recordings on the church web page.
We are laboring, with help from so many of you, to stay in
touch with all our saints by phone, text, and email. Thanks
sincerely to all of you, in addition to our Deacons, who have
taken on this essential ministry of compassion.
We also continue to provide emergency assistance to
individuals who come to the church for help. Over the past
couple of weeks I have used the funds you provide to help with
motel rooms, utility bills, medical expenses, and a bus ticket.
Especially during this time, we must help as we are able.
I encourage you to continue your financial giving to God,
through FPC, as you are able to do so. If you are able to
honor your estimate of giving for 2020, we are most thankful.
You may mail your contributions to the church or bring them in
during office hours. We are working on means for you to give
online using a credit card or directly from your bank account,
and also to make those options recurring if you wish. Watch
for more information soon.
All things belong to God; we are stewards of God's things,
including the treasure which he places in our hands for our
providence and for the building up of God's kingdom. We
know that he loves a cheerful giver, even in times of financial

distress and uncertainty. It is in our giving of time and talent
and treasure that we express gratitude for God's compassion,
forgiveness, providence, and care.
Thank you for your ongoing giving of God's treasure to God,
through our church. And deepest blessings to you all, God's
dearly-loved children.
Pastor John

One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering
"You shall be called the repairer
of the breach, the restorer of
streets to live in." Isaiah 58:12
God issues a call and a challenge: to
love one another more deeply by
sharing what we have with those in
need. Through the One Great Hour
of Sharing we become the household
of God. We extend shelter to those
who have no place to stay, offer
compassion to those in pain-physical, emotional, or spiritual--and we set a feast, with God,
for those who do not have enough food.
The OGHS is the single most significant way that
Presbyterians come together each year to build God's
household and to welcome neighbors in need around the
world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the
hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed. Each gift
helps to improve the lives of people through three programs:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - PDA works alongside
communities as they recover and find hope after the
devastation of natural or man-made disasters.
Presbyterian Hunger Program - PHP works to alleviate hunger
and the systemic causes of poverty so that all may be fed.
Self-Development of People - SDP invests in communities
responding to experiences of racism, oppression, poverty, or
injustice, and educates Presbyterians about the impact of
these social issues.

FPC will collect the OGHS offering through April 30th. Please
mail your donation to the church or bring it to the office.
Remember to write "OGHS" on the memo line. Thank you for
your generous support of the One Great Hour of Sharing
offering.

Session Report
Meeting Date: March 19th
At its March meeting Session...
Heard reports on possible worship impacts of the growing
coronavirus threat
Acted to secure compensation for church staff through
mid-April in response to the epidemic
Heard reports on recent Lenten and after-worship
fellowship events
Heard a report on the ongoing DISCIPLE Bible study
Heard a report from the new Revitalization Team, now
ready to begin consideration of new ideas and visions
Acted to implement a new building security policy under
which exterior doors are locked early after the beginning
of after-hours events
Acted to suspend worship and all FPC and hosted group
activities, due to the virus threat, with reconsideration on
April 5th with respect to Easter Worship
DETAILS HERE...

Fifth Thursday Potluck Dinners
If you would like to host or co-host one of
these dinners, please contact Karen
Bloodhart. Please mark your calendars for
April 30th, July 30th, and October 29th.

Daily Inspirational
Phone Message
Start your day with an inspiring message
(575) 622-4923

Polo Shirts and Yard Signs

Only large and extra-large shirts are left. If you need a smaller
size, please call the church office. The deadline for new
orders is April 15th.

Emergency Contacts
The church office will gladly keep a record of emergency
contacts for any FPC member or friend who would like to
provide them. The office can serve as another means of
reaching your family and/or friends in case of a medical or
other emergency. Call or email the church office to leave your
contacts and any instructions for reaching them.

April Birthdays
2nd

Ann Hultman

3rd

Lois Wilson

3rd

Charles Stevens

4th

Matt Hinkle

6th

Shirley Foster

7th

Katie Shanor

8th

Mary Kling

9th

Colton Miller

13th

Emma Pinon

15th

Wayne Glass

17th

Neil DeFranco

17th

Randy Miller

19th

Ross Robertson

23rd

Betty Patton

25th

Margo Fullinwider

28th

Roxanne Yates

30th

Jack Cully

30th

Mark Daniels

April Anniversary
24th

Bob Entrop & Rebecca Johnson

A Message from Jeanette Schaffer, Director
Presbyterian Outreach Ministry
April 2020
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God
will be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9
Fear seems to be gripping our nation. This virus that has
apparently become a pandemic has gripped the very heart of
this country and has caused industries to halt, the economy to
falter and put panic into shoppers storing up supplies in the
event of shortages or quarantines. The news is reporting on
the quick spread and lethal effects of this invisible enemy, and
the emotional toll that a microscopic parasite is having on the
entire world is staggering.
READ MORE...

Featured PC(USA)
Mission Co-workers
Cobbie and Dessa Palm
Co-workers in the Philippines
Serving at the invitation of
the United Church of
Christ in the Philippines
The United Church of Christ in
the Philippines (UCCP) was established in 1948 and is a union
of several Protestant churches.
Cobbie serves the church as a mission facilitator, leading
seminars for local church pastors throughout the Philippines,
and enhancing their skills in church development and
revitalization. He also develops curriculum and trains churches
in peace and reconciliation.
Dessa coordinates the UCCP's Theater for Evangelism and
Advocacy, which seeks to train church workers and members
to creatively communicate the gospel and bear witness to the
transformative role of a caring and compassionate church.
READ MORE...

Potluck Fellowship Luncheon
March 8th

The Roswell Women's Shelter
Friends,
I recently visited the Roswell Women's Shelter to learn more
about the shelter's operations.
The women's shelter is located at 400 East Bland Street. The
phone number there is (575) 627-0668. Their capacity is
between 26 and 28 women under normal conditions, but is
reduced during the current epidemic.
The women are required to be out by 9:00 a.m. every morning
looking for jobs. They have a curfew time and a lights-out
time. The shelter is a transitional home for women as they
search for permanent housing.
Right now might be a good time for all of us to go through
closets and drawers and rid ourselves of unused and no
longer wanted items.
The shelter needs these things:
Clothing (gently used)
Outfits suitable for interviewing, socks, underwear,
hospital/ medical scrubs, dress/tennis/casual shoes
Personal hygiene items
Toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap, body wash,
combs, hairbrushes, small shampoos, etc.
Other items (gently used)
Towels, wash cloths, blankets, single-sized sheets,

pillow cases, cleaning supplies, laundry soap, bleach,
paper supplies, etc.
After the quarantine is lifted you can either drop these items at
the shelter or call for possible pickup.
Lucy Tucker

First Presbyterian Church
Board of Deacons
Connie Wolf, Moderator
Jacque Allen
Bob Carroll
T.K. Cully
Tracie Edwards
Margo Fullinwider
Dietta Hitchcock
Ann Hultman
Stacye Hunter

Session
John Guthrie, Moderator
Bob Kurtz, Clerk
Jim Bloodhart
Wayne Bevers
Lynn Karnes
Michele Hillman
Mike Hunter
Deb Prince
Bonnie Montgomery

Joy Kurtz
Martha Mayer
Lorrie Miller
Ann Ruback
Heidi Shanor

Steve Shanor

Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no
importance, and if true, of infinite importance.
The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.
C.S. Lewis

STAY IN TOUCH

www.fpcroswell.org

