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Reflections of Rev. Randy Nolen

Cowboy’s Prayer
 
Jake, the rancher, went one day to fix a distant fence.
The wind was cold and gusty and the clouds rolled gray and dense,
As he pounded the last staples in and gathered tools to go,
The temperature had fallen and the snow began to blow.
 
When he finally reached his pickup, he felt a heavy heart,
From the sound of that ignition, he knew it wouldn’t start.
So, Jake did what most of us would do if we’d have been there.
He humbly bowed his balding head and sent aloft a prayer.
 
As he turned the key for the last time, he softly cursed his luck.
They found him three days later, frozen stiff in that old truck.
Now Jake had been around in life, and done his share of roamin’
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But when he saw Heaven, he was shocked–it looked just like Wyomin’.
 
Of all the saints in Heaven, his favorite was St. Peter.
(Now, this line, it ain’t needed but it helps with rhyme and meter.)
So they set and talked a minute or two, or maybe it was three,
Nobody was keepin’ score–in Heaven time is free.
 
“I’ve always heard,” Jake said to Pete, “that God will answer prayer,
But one time I asked for help, and, well, He just plain wasn’t there.
Does God answer prayers of some, and ignores the prayers of others?
That don’t seem exactly square–I know all men are brothers.
 
Or does He randomly reply, without good rhyme or reason?
Maybe it’s the time of day, the weather or the season.
Now, I just ain’t trying to act smart, it’s just the way I feel,
And I was wonderin’, could you tell me–what the heck’s the deal?”
 
Peter listened very patiently and when Jake was done,
There were smiles of recognition, and he said, “So, you’re the one!
That day your truck wouldn’t start, and you sent your prayer a-flying,
You gave us all a real bad time, with hundreds of us a-trying.
 
A thousand angels rushed to check the status of your file,
And you know, Jake–-we hadn’t heard from you in quite a while.
And though all prayers are answered, and God ain’t got no quota,
He didn’t recognize your voice and started a truck in South Dakota.”

So, remember to keep in touch.
 
The poem is humorous, but there are obvious theological problems with it. God never
forgets who we are, or where we are, and God always recognizes our voice. But the
point it makes is a valid one. Prayer should be a natural part of our lives. You can
never pray too much.  Some people point to the Presbyterian doctrine of pre-
destination and ask, “Why pray? Everything is decided and set in stone. What
difference does it make?” 
 
There is a new theology of prayer being circulated now within the evangelical
community, and some of the more ardent Calvinists are attacking it. The idea being
floated is that maybe everything is not set in stone. Maybe God can change God’s
mind. It would certainly appear from many instances in the Old Testament that prayer
caused God to change what was planned. Paul tells us to pray without ceasing, and
Jesus told the parable of the unrighteous judge who cared for neither God nor
humans but was finally worn out by the persistent prayers of the widow and granted
what she asked. So, there is plenty of support for the notion that maybe prayer is not
a useless exercise after all.
 
I believe that God does answer prayer.  It is true that the answer is not always what
we wish, but I believe we nevertheless have a right, and a duty, to make our needs
known to God.  God knows before we ask, but if we do not care enough to ask, then
should we expect God to answer anyway?
 
Remember, prayer is not just about what we want from God. It also includes praise
and thanksgiving, and prayers for others. Prayer should be as natural as talking to a
friend.  It is, after all, a conversation with our best and most trusted Friend.  You don’t



need fancy language or seminary training.  In fact, I think sometimes these things get
in the way of true prayer.  Just speak to God as you would to anyone else.  And don’t
forget to listen for what God may have to say to you.
 
Remember to keep in touch.

Pastor Randy Nolen

January 2023 Calendar

Sunday, January 1st - Communion Sunday, Worship Service, 10:00am
New Year's Day!

Monday, January 2nd - Prayer Group, noon, Parlor
New Year's Day observed - Church Office closed

Thursday, January 5th - Deacon's Meeting, 4:00pm in Church Library

Sunday, January 8th - Worship Service, 10:00am

Monday, January 9th - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

Tuesday, January 10th - Mission Committee Meeting, 4:00pm in Library

January 11th - Wednesday Evening Dinner, 6:00pm

Sunday, January 15th - Worship Service, 10:00am

Monday, January 16th - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday - Church Office closed

Thursday, January 19th - Session Meeting, 5:15pm in Library

Sunday, January 22nd - Worship Service, 10:00am

Monday, January 23rd - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

Friday, January 27th - Community Kitchen Ministry, 9:30am

Sunday, January 29th - Worship Service, 10:00am

Monday, January 30th - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

January Scripture Readings

January 1st - First Sunday of Christmas
Isaiah 63:7-9 and Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-2

(Friday) January 6 - Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6 and Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew2:1-12



January 8th - Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-9; and Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17

January 15th - Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7 and Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

January 22nd - Third Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4 and Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23

January 29th - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Micah 6:1-8 and Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12

Read the Scripture passages here. 

Serving in January

Week of January 1st
Liturgist: Paula Grieves
Service Elder:  Deb Prince
Camera Operator:  Lynn Karnes
Inspirational Phone Message: Anna Maria Matteucci

Week of January 8th
Liturgist:  Wayne Bevers
Service Elder:  Bob Kurtz
Camera Operator:  Betty Young
Inspirational Phone Message:  Wayne Glass

Week of January 15th
Liturgist:  Margy Barbour
Service Elder: Bill Wolf
Camera Operator:  Betty Young
Inspirational Phone Message:  Ross Robertson

Week of January 22nd
Liturgist:  Betty Young
Service Elder: Lynn Karnes
Camera Operator:  Bob Kurtz
Inspirational Phone Message:  Ann Ruback

Week of January 29th
Liturgist:  Margy Barbour
Service Elder: Lynn Karnes
Camera Operator:  Betty Young
Inspirational Phone Message: Mary Kling

Communion Sunday
Sunday, December 1st!

Join us for the celebration of the Sacrament in person or
online. If you join us online, you are welcome to prepare
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bread and cup for your participation in the Sacrament.

Worship Live Streaming

We continue live streaming worship services to the church's YouTube.com (go to
YouTube.com and search for John Gardiner – First Presbyterian Church) or go on the
First Presbyterian Church Facebook page. You may join us at 9:55am (or later) for
worship as it happens, and a link to the worship recording will remain on the church's
website after the live stream is done.

The worship bulletin (order of worship), hymn music and lyrics, and weekly
announcements can also be found on that webpage, fpcroswell.org, before worship
every Sunday. Those who join the live stream can check in and make comments
throughout worship using the chat columns in both Facebook and YouTube.

Join us for "live" worship or check out the recordings afterwards!

Coffee Fellowship is Happening!

You are invited to join us for coffee and cookies
served after Worship Service in the narthex! There
is a signup sheet on the desk in the narthex if you
would like to volunteer to bring cookies one
Sunday.  

The Pastor Nominating Committee

The Pastoral Nominating Committee continues to review applications and interview
for our Pastor position on Zoom. Please pray that the process will run smoothly. If you
have any questions, contact Wayne Bevers, PNC Committee Chairman. The Pastor
Nominating Committee includes:

Wayne Bevers, Committee Chairman
Paula Grieves

Dietta Hitchcock
Ross Robertson

Bob Entrop 

"With Heart and Voice"

"With Heart and Voice" is a weekly organ and choral music series on local PBS radio
station KENW 91.1 FM. Programming often celebrates the seasons of the church
year. This excellent series is supported by First Presbyterian Church. Tune in on

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNAhzsMBY6s4-NAG6u3VpVA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNAhzsMBY6s4-NAG6u3VpVA
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http://www.fpcroswell.org/
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Sundays from 8:00am to 9:00am!

January 1st - Christmastide
January 8th - Epiphany

January 15th - Birthdays!
January 22nd - What's New?

January 29th - Light

Daily Inspirational Phone Message

Start your day with an inspiring message.
Sit back, relax, and listen to words of peace,
hope, and joy to brighten your day and life!

Dial (575) 622-4923.

Giving to God Electronically
Through Our Church

You may give to God through our church via the church's online giving portal. You
may specify a one-time or recurring gift using your checking account or credit
card. You may also specify a donation to the church's General Fund, Deacons' Fund,
or Pastor's Assistance Fund.

Thank you for your faithful stewardship of God's abundant resources!

Prayer Requests

Please relay prayer requests to the
church office at (575) 622-4910 or e-mail at

office@fpcroswell.org.

Congregational Contact Ministry

Please continue to work with the Deacons and pastor to maintain contact by phone,
text, email, and US mail with all of our saints. Thanks for your help with this important
ministry.

Please Pray for Our Church

Please pray for Christ's church in all of its variety in our city, nation, and the
world,
and...
For the revitalization and renewal of the First Presbyterian Church of Roswell,
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as we are led by God's Holy Spirit.

January Birthdays!

3rd - Ron Miller

7th - Martha Mayer

9th - Sally Anderson

10th - Bob Kurtz

12th - Richard Van Winkle

15th - Mary Hubbard

20th - Bob Carroll

22nd - Gene Gligorea

24th - Sally Gligorea

25th - Fred Yates

FEATURED PC(USA)
MISSION WORKER FOR

January 2023

Shelvis and Nancy
Smith-Mather

Mission co-workers in South
Sudan since 2011

Serving with RECONCILE
International, the Presbyterian

Church of South Sudan
(PCOSS), Across, and Yei

Teacher Training College (YTTC)

Shelvis and Nancy joined the ministry of RECONCILE International in 2011. Created
by the New Sudan Council of Churches, RECONCILE is a Christian organization that
seeks to bring peace and healing to communities broken and hurting from decades of
war. Shelvis serves as the principal of RECONCILE’s three-month Peace Institute
(RPI). RPI gathers faith and community leaders from around the country and

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/sudan/


strengthens their skills in resolving conflicts and recovering from trauma. Witnessing
leaders who are often of rival ethnic groups live together in the dormitory, share
meals, listen to one another’s stories, and build friendships is awe-inspiring.

Read more about Shelvis and Nancy's work...

Did you have a hard Christmas? Jesus did too
By Tish Harrison Warren
Among my most treasured memories is one Christmas Day when I was around 6 or 7
years old. Christmases in my childhood were fairly magical, with good food, lots of
family, presents and fun. But that Christmas I was miserable. I lay in bed at my
grandmother’s house, where we went for our Christmas feast, with a stomach bug,
separated from the rest of the family so as not to spread my Yuletide germs. Alone
and unable to eat, I listened sadly to the laughter and glee down the hall. Then my
dad popped his head in the door. He brought me a ginger ale with a straw and sat at
the end of the bed. He touched my forehead with the back of his hand to check my
fever and joked with me gently and kindly.

Read the rest of the story...

Worship Highlights!

Choir Ensemble, Sunday, December 4th!

Choir Ensemble, Sunday,
December 11th!

Choir Ensemble, Sunday,
December 18th!

A Moment for Young Disciples, Sunday, December 18th!

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/shelvis-and-nancy-smith-mather/
https://files.constantcontact.com/1042b3ad001/6dd6f3aa-92cd-4eb3-864e-573f32f4d20a.pdf?rdr=true


Christmas Luncheon, Sunday, December 11th!

Christmas Eve Service, December 24th at 5:30pm!



Mission Highlights!

Rebecca Johnson and Bob Entrop volunteer their time at
the Roswell Community Kitchen!

Enrique Moreno!

New Mexico Magazine: True Heroes 2022: Enrique Macias Moreno!

Enrique is the founder of the Roswell Community Disaster Relief Services who



responds to crises or everyday moments of need in our community! The New Mexico
Magazine has honored him as one of the True Heroes of 2022 on December 21,
2022, in an article written by Julian Dossett. The First Presbyterian Church of Roswell
partners with Roswell Community Disaster Relief Services who has a food pantry and
coat storage room in the basement of the Church to give out to those in need.

Read more about Enrique's work...

Christmas 2022 in Pakistan with Majid Abel
at the Nakalukka Presbyterian Church!

First Presbyterian Church

Deacons
Connie Wolf
Margo Fullinwider
Lorrie Miller
Edith Malcolm
Ross Robinson

Session
Randy Nolen, Moderator
Bonnie Montgomery
Wayne Bevers
Mary Hubbard
Dietta Hitchcock
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Joy Kurtz
Bob Kurtz
Isaac Hubbard
Lois Wilson
Lynn Karnes
Ellen Jo Williams
Ann Ruback

Doug Lunsford
Bob Entrop

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023!

[PHONE: (575) 622-4910]
[E-mail: office@fpcroswell.org]  [WEBSITE: fpcroswell.org]
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