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Reflections of Rev. Randy Nolen

Carl's Garden

Carl was a quiet man. He didn't talk much. He would always greet you with a big
smile and a firm handshake. Even after living in our neighborhood for over 50 years,
no one could really say they knew him very well. Before his retirement, he took the
bus to work each morning. The lone sight of him walking down the street often
worried us. He had a slight limp from a bullet wound received in WWII. Watching him,
we worried that although he had survived WWII, he may not make it through our
changing uptown neighborhood with its ever-increasing random violence, gangs, and
drug activity.
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When he saw the flyer at our local church asking for volunteers for caring for the
gardens behind the minister's residence, he responded in his characteristically
unassuming manner. Without fanfare, he just signed up.

He was well into his 87th year when the very thing we had always feared finally
happened. He was just finishing his watering for the day when three gang members
approached him. Ignoring their attempt to intimidate him, he simply asked, "Would
you like a drink from the hose? The tallest and toughest looking of the three said,
"Yeah, sure," with a malevolent little smile. As Carl offered the hose to him, the other
two grabbed Carl's arm, throwing him down. As the hose snaked crazily over the
ground, dousing everything in its way, Carl's assailants stole his retirement watch and
his wallet, and then fled. Carl tried to get himself up, but he had been thrown down on
his bad leg.  He lay there trying to gather himself as the minister came running to
help him.

Although the minister had witnessed the attack from his window, he couldn't get there
fast enough to stop it. "Carl, are you okay? Are you hurt?" the minister kept asking as
he helped Carl to his feet. Carl just passed a hand over his brow and sighed, shaking
his head. "Just some punk kids. I hope they'll wise up someday."  His wet clothes
clung to his slight frame as he bent to pick up the hose. He adjusted the nozzle again
and started to water.  Confused and a little concerned, the minister asked, "Carl, what
are you doing?" "I've got to finish my watering.  It's been very dry lately," came the
calm reply. Satisfying himself that Carl really was all right, the minister could only
marvel. Carl was a man from a different time and place.

A few weeks later the three returned. Just as before their threat was unchallenged.
Carl again offered them a drink from his hose. This time they didn't rob him. They
wrenched the hose from his hand and drenched him head to foot in the icy water.
When they had finished their humiliation of him, they sauntered off down the street,
throwing catcalls and curses, falling over one another laughing at the hilarity of what
they had just done.  Carl just watched them. Then he turned toward the warmth giving
sun, picked up his hose, and went on with his watering.

The summer was quickly fading into fall. Carl was doing some tilling when he was
startled by the sudden approach of someone behind him. He stumbled and fell into
some evergreen branches. As he struggled to regain his footing, he turned to see the
tall leader of his summer tormentors reaching down for him. He braced himself for the
expected attack. "Don't worry old man, I'm not gonna hurt you this time." The young
man spoke softly, still offering the tattooed and scarred hand to Carl. As he helped
Carl get up, the man pulled a crumpled bag from his pocket and handed it to Carl.
"What's this?" Carl asked. "It's your stuff , " the man explained. "It's your stuff back.
Even the money in your wallet.” "I don't understand," Carl said. "Why would you help
me now?"

The man shifted his feet, seeming embarrassed and ill at ease. "I learned something
from you," he said. "I ran with that gang and hurt people like you. We picked you
because you were old and we knew we could do it.  But every time we came and did
something to you, instead of yelling and fighting back, you tried to give us a drink.
You didn't hate us for hating you. You kept showing love against our hate." He
stopped for a moment. "I couldn't sleep after we stole your stuff, so here it is back." 
He paused for another awkward moment, not knowing what more there was to say.
"That bag's my way of saying thanks for straightening me out, I guess." And with that,
he walked off down the street. Carl looked down at the sack in his hands and gingerly
opened it. He took out his retirement watch and put it back on his wrist. Opening his



wallet, he checked for his wedding photo. He gazed for a moment at the young bride
that still smiled back at him from all those years ago.

He died one cold day after Christmas that winter. Many people attended his funeral in
spite of the weather. In particular the minister noticed a tall young man that he didn't
know sitting quietly in a distant corner of the church. The minister spoke of Carl's
garden as a lesson in life. In a voice made thick with unshed tears, he said, "Do your
best and make your garden as beautiful as you can. We will never forget Carl and his
garden."

The following spring another flyer went up. It read: "Person needed to care for Carl's
garden."  The flyer went unnoticed by the busy parishioners until one day when a
knock was heard at the minister's office door. Opening the door, the minister saw a
pair of scarred and tattooed hands holding the flyer. "I believe this is my job, if you'll
have me," the young man said. The minister recognized him as the same young man
who had returned the stolen watch and wallet to Carl. He knew that Carl's kindness
had turned this man's life around. As the minister handed him the keys to the garden
shed, he said, "Yes, go take care of Carl's garden and honor him."    

The man went to work and, over the next several years, he tended the flowers and
vegetables just as Carl had done. During that time, he went to college, got married,
and became a prominent member of the community. But he never forgot his promise
to Carl's memory and kept the garden as beautiful as he thought Carl would have
kept it. One day he approached the new minister and told him that he couldn't care for
the garden any longer. He explained with a shy and happy smile, "My wife just had a
baby boy last night and she's bringing him home on Saturday." "Well,
congratulations!" said the minister, as he was handed the garden shed keys. "That's
wonderful! What's the baby's name?" "Carl," he replied.

What was it Jesus said as He was being nailed to the cross?  “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they are doing.”  There is no one who is outside the reach
of God’s love.  There is no one who is unworthy of forgiveness.  There is no one God
does not want to forgive.  Peter denied Jesus three times.  But he never quit following
Jesus.  He never cut himself off from the love of God.  And Jesus forgave him and
told him, “Feed my sheep.” Judas, who betrayed Jesus, could have been forgiven
also.  Despite the magnitude of his sin, if he had come to Jesus and repented and
asked forgiveness, Jesus would have forgiven him as well.  Judas’ chief sin was not
that he betrayed Jesus, but that he had no faith.  He did not believe he could be
forgiven, and so he didn’t ask. Ask. That’s all it takes.

As we enter the season of Advent, leading up to the celebration of the birth of the
Savior at Christmas, let us remember that God sent the only Son of God to us to
show us how to live and how to treat one another, and to die on the cross for us, that
in His resurrection from the dead, all our sin is wiped away.  Come, Lord Jesus!
(Thanks to Adam Soliz for the “Carl’s Garden” email.)
Grace and Peace to all,
      
Pastor Randy Nolen

December 2022 Calendar

Sunday, December 4th - Communion Sunday, Worship Service, 10:00am
"A Conversation about the Birth of Jesus Story" in Sanctuary after Worship



Monday, December 5th - Prayer Group, noon, Parlor

Sunday, December 11th - Worship Service, 10:00am
Christmas Holiday Luncheon - following Worship Service

"A Conversation about the Birth of Jesus Story" in Sanctuary after Worship

Monday, December 12th - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

Tuesday, December 13th - Mission Committee Meeting, 4:00pm

December 14th - Wednesday Evening Dinner, 6:00pm

Sunday, December 18th - Worship Service, 10:00am
"A Conversation about the Birth of Jesus Story" in Sanctuary after Worship

Monday, December 19th - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

December 21st - First Day of Winter!

Friday, December 23rd - Community Kitchen Ministry, 9:30am

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve Service, 5:30pm

Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day - No Worship Service that day.

Monday, December 26th - Office closed in observance of the Christmas Holiday
Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

December Scripture Readings

December 4th - Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 and Pslam 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

December 11th - Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10 and Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10;
Matthew 11:2-11

December 18th - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16 and Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

December 24th - Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7 and Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

December 25th - Nativity of the Lord/Christmas Day
Dawn: Isaiah 62:6-12 and Psalm 97; Tutus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
Day: Isaiah 52:7-10 and Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14

Read the Scripture passages here. 

Serving in December

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/


Week of December 4th
Liturgist: Wayne Bevers
Service Elder: Lynn Karnes
Camera Operator: Mary Hubbard/Lynn Karnes
Inspirational Phone Message: Doug Lunsford

Week of December 11th
Liturgist: Margy Barbour
Service Elder: Bill Wolf
Camera Operator: Lynn Karnes
Inspirational Phone Message: Bob Kurtz

Week of December 18th
Liturgist: Betty Young
Service Elder: Doug Lunsford
Camera Operator: ________
Inspirational Phone Message: Jon Hitchcock

Week of December 24th - Christmas Eve Service
Liturgist: Wayne Bevers
Liturgist: Margy Barbour
Liturgist: Mary Hubbard
Liturgist: Bob Entrop
Service Elder: Deb Prince
Camera Operator: Lynn Karnes
Inspirational Phone Message: Roberta Pess

December 25th - Christmas Day, No Worship Services

Communion Sunday
Sunday, December 4th!

Join us for the celebration of the Sacrament in person or
online. If you join us online, you are welcome to prepare
bread and cup for your participation in the Sacrament.

Worship Live Streaming

We continue live streaming worship services to the church's YouTube.com (go to
YouTube.com and search for John Gardiner – First Presbyterian Church) or go on the
First Presbyterian Church Facebook page. You may join us at 9:55am (or later) for
worship as it happens, and a link to the worship recording will remain on the church's
website after the live stream is done.

The worship bulletin (order of worship), hymn music and lyrics, and weekly
announcements can also be found on that webpage, fpcroswell.org, before worship
every Sunday. Those who join the live stream can check in and make comments
throughout worship using the chat columns in both Facebook and YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNAhzsMBY6s4-NAG6u3VpVA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNAhzsMBY6s4-NAG6u3VpVA
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=John+Gardiner+-+First+Presbyterian+Church
https://www.facebook.com/fpcroswell
http://www.fpcroswell.org/


Join us for "live" worship or check out the recordings afterwards!

Coffee Fellowship is Happening!

You are invited to join us for coffee and cookies
served after Worship Service in the narthex! There
is a signup sheet on the desk in the narthex if you
would like to volunteer to bring cookies one
Sunday.  

Holiday Christmas Luncheon - Sunday,
December 11, 2022!

The Fellowship Committee will have a Christmas
Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
December 11th, after Worship Service. The menu will include ham, scalloped
potatoes, salad, bread, dessert, and drinks. Contact Deb Prince if you have any
questions. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please join us!

The Angel Tree

The Angel Tree is now in the narthex, with names
of local children needing gifts for Christmas. The
children's names are provided by the Presbyterian
Outreach Ministry. Please take a name tag from
the tree so that you can provide a wrapped gift for
a child. The deadline for gifts is Sunday,
December 18th. For more information see The
Rev. Bob Williams or Margo Fullinwider. Thank
you!

Poinsettias

Please fill out an order form along with your check
for $20.00 per potted plant written to First
Presbyterian Church with "poinsettia" on the
memo line. Drop your form and check or cash in
the offering plate or bring/mail them to the church
office. The deadline to order plants is Sunday,
December 18th.  All donations will be recognized
in a bulletin insert on Christmas Eve. You may
collect your plant after the Christmas Eve Worship
Service.

Toys for Tots

The Christmas Toys for Tots Program is
already underway! Money donations are



welcome, and checks can be written to "Toys for
Tots" with "Chaves County, NM" on the memo line.
The money donations need to be in by December
4th so that toys can be ordered on-line. You can
also drop unwrapped toys for the local children in
a dedicated box that is in the narthex.

Please contact Jim Bloodhart for more information.
This program is sponsored by the Sgt. Moses D.
Rocha Marine Corps League, Detachment No.
1287.

Christmas Eve Service,
December 24th at 5:30pm

A Christmas Eve service of worship is set for
December 24th at 5:30pm. The service will feature
carols, scripture, and candle lighting. Join us as
we celebrate with joy the birth of the King and
bring a friend!

You may also join us through the
church's YouTube.com (or go to YouTube.com
and search for John Gardiner – First Presbyterian Church) or Facebook page.

The Pastor Nominating Committee

The Pastoral Nominating Committee continues to review applications and interview
for our Pastor position on Zoom. Please pray that the process will run smoothly. If you
have any questions, contact Wayne Bevers, PNC Committee Chairman. The Pastor
Nominating Committee includes:

Wayne Bevers, Committee Chairman
Paula Grieves

Dietta Hitchcock
Ross Robertson

Bob Entrop 

"With Heart and Voice"

"With Heart and Voice" is a weekly organ and choral music series on local PBS radio
station KENW 91.1 FM. Programming often celebrates the seasons of the church
year. This excellent series is supported by First Presbyterian Church. Tune in on
Sundays from 8:00am to 9:00am!

December 4th - Advent 2: "Prepare the Way"
December 11th - Advent 3: Cesar Franck at 200!

December 18th - Advent 4: "My Soul Proclaims the Greatness of the Lord"
December 25th - 28 Hours of Christmas Music, starting at 7:00pm

Friday Night thru Midnight Christmas Day!

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=John+Gardiner+-+First+Presbyterian+Church
https://www.facebook.com/fpcroswell
http://interactive.wxxi.org/whv
http://interactive.wxxi.org/whv


2022 Christmas Joy Offering

And the Word became flesh and lived
among us... John 1:14

The Perfect Gift

Each year during the Advent and Christmas
season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and
celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ,
our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy
Offering, you honor God's gift of Jesus
Christ by providing assistance to current and
retired church workers in their time of need
and developing our future leaders at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. The
Christmas Joy Offering began on Sunday,
November 27th and will go thru Sunday,
December 18th. Christmas Joy Offering
envelopes are in the pew pockets. Please give generously to this worthy cause!

The Liturgical Calendar
Advent and Christmas 2022

November 27th - The First Sunday of Advent

December 4th - The Second Sunday of Advent

December 11th - The Third Sunday of Advent

December 18th - The Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 24th - Christmas Eve

Daily Inspirational Phone Message

Start your day with an inspiring message.
Sit back, relax, and listen to words of peace, hope,

and joy to brighten your day and life!
Dial (575) 622-4923.

Giving to God Electronically
Through Our Church

You may give to God through our church via the church's online giving portal. You
may specify a one-time or recurring gift using your checking account or credit
card. You may also specify a donation to the church's General Fund, Deacons' Fund,

http://www.fpcroswell.org/give.html
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or Pastor's Assistance Fund.

Thank you for your faithful stewardship of God's abundant resources!

Prayer Requests

Please relay prayer requests to the
church office at (575) 622-4910 or e-mail at

office@fpcroswell.org.

Congregational Contact Ministry

Please continue to work with the Deacons and pastor to maintain contact by phone,
text, email, and US mail with all of our saints. Thanks for your help with this important
ministry.

Please Pray for Our Church

Please pray for Christ's church in all of its variety in our city, nation, and the
world,
and...
For the revitalization and renewal of the First Presbyterian Church of Roswell,
as we are led by God's Holy Spirit.

December Birthdays!

8th - Caroline (Candy) Reynolds

17th - Doug Lunsford



December Anniversaries!

12th - Bob Williams & Kate De Braose

12th - Dennis & Lynn Karnes

22nd - Jon & Dietta Hitchcock

FEATURED PC(USA)
MISSION WORKER FOR

December 2022

José Manuel Capella-Pratts

and Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri

Regional Liaisons for the
Caribbean

As regional liaisons for the
Caribbean, Vilmarie and José
Manuel listen and accompany
church partners in ministry in
Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Haiti, and other island nations in
the region. They also work with
the Caribbean and North
American Council for Mission (CANACOM), an organization that enables mutual
mission, accompaniment, and empowerment among churches. Their ministry
involves facilitating and supporting programs of PC(USA) partner churches and
organizations and implementing regional strategies. They also work with mission
personnel in the region, as a resource for connection and information with other
ecumenical bodies, and with PC(USA) congregations and mid-councils in the United
States involved in partnerships in the Caribbean.

Read more about Jose and Vilmarie's work...

Worship Highlights

Bob Entrop and Wayne Bevers sang on Sunday, November 6th!

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/jose-manuel-capella-pratts-and-vilmarie-cintron-olivieri/


Caroline (Candy) Reynolds was welcomed into the FPC Church on
Sunday, November 6th as a new member!

Also pictured is Pastor Randy Nolen, Bob Entrop, and Wayne Bevers.

Majid Abel from Naulakha Presbyterian Church in Pakistan did a Moment for
Missions on Sunday, November 6th!



The Men's Quartet sang on Sunday, November 13, 2022!
(Bob Entrop, Wayne Glass, The Rev. Bob Williams, and Wayne Bevers)

Wayne Bevers and Bob Entrop sang on Sunday, November 20th!



"Hanging of the Greens", Sunday, November 20th!

First Presbyterian Church

Deacons
Connie Wolf
Margo Fullinwider
Lorrie Miller
Edith Malcolm
Ross Robinson
Joy Kurtz
Bob Kurtz
Isaac Hubbard
Lois Wilson
Lynn Karnes
Ellen Jo Williams
Ann Ruback

Session
Randy Nolen, Moderator
Bonnie Montgomery
Wayne Bevers
Mary Hubbard
Dietta Hitchcock
Doug Lunsford
Bob Entrop
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