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Reflections of Rev. Randy Nolen

Several years ago, Newsweek’s cover story was about prayer. The magazine
reported that more than half of all Americans, 54%, pray every day, and 29% pray
more than once a day. Eighty-seven percent believe that God answers prayer, and
82% do not turn away from God when their prayers are not answered. I suspect that
today, the numbers would be much lower.

The story also reported that 54% believed that when God doesn’t answer, it is
because it was not God’s will to answer. I would suggest that there may be another
reason that some prayers go unanswered.
 
Certainly, prayers which are contrary to God’s will or which are trivial rarely get a
positive response. In the Newsweek poll, 51% answered that they did not think God
answers prayers to win sporting events. What I find surprising is that apparently 49%
did think God does intervene in sports. This is what I call a trivial prayer. “Lord, please
smite my enemies,” may feel good to say--look at the Psalms--but this is another of
those prayers which is unlikely to elicit a positive response. It may not be God’s will to
smite your enemies; it may rather be God’s will that you find a way to convert your
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enemies to friends.
 
I believe that another possible reason for unanswered prayers is that they are a test
of faith. Do you believe strongly enough in the power of prayer that you keep asking if
your first request is unheeded? Jesus told the Syrophoenician woman who asked for
healing for her daughter, “It is not right to throw the children’s bread to the dogs.” Her
answer, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs get the crumbs from table,” showed that she
knew who Jesus was, and had faith that he would answer her prayer. She didn’t turn
away in sorrow or disgust, or go seek some other miracle worker. Because she
persevered, Jesus healed her daughter. 
 
Jesus also told the parable of the unrighteous judge and the poor widow who
continually cried to him for justice. He finally gave in and granted her request, not
because he was just--he “cared for neither God nor man”--but because she kept
asking. When our prayers are not answered the way we want them to be right away,
do we persevere in prayer, or do we give up in disgust and conclude either that God
is not there or that God does not care? Do we have the faith to keep trying?
 
Sometimes we may conclude, after a few tries, that we really don’t want or need what
we are praying for, especially if our prayers are trivial and self-serving. Back in the
80's, Garth Brooks sang about unanswered prayer. Looking back over his life, he
remembered things he had prayed for that had seemed terribly important at the time,
but he now realized how grateful he was that they had not been granted. Many times,
God has something much better in mind for us than the petty things we ask for.
 
So, pray always, pray continually, especially for others and for the work of the
church. Remember to offer prayers of thanksgiving, as well. Thank God for what God
has done for us and continues to do for us, and thank God that we don’t always get
what we ask for. 
      
Pastor Randy Nolen

August 2022 Calendar

Sunday, August 7th - Communion Worship Service, 10:00am

Monday, August 8th - Prayer Group, noon, Parlor

Tuesday, August 9th - Mission Committee Meeting, 4:00pm

August 10th - Wednesday Evening Dinner, 6:00pm

Sunday, August 14th - Worship Service, 10:00am

Monday, August 15th - Prayer Group, noon, Parlor

Thursday, August 18th - Session Meeting, 5:15pm

Sunday, August 21st - Worship Service, 10:00am

Monday, August 22nd - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

Friday, August 26th - Community Kitchen Ministry - 9:30am



Sunday, August 28th - Worship Service - 10:00am

Monday, August 29th - Prayer Group - noon, Parlor

August Scripture Readings

August 7th - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 15:1-6 and Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40

August 14th - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:23-29 and Psalm 82; Hebrew 11:29-12:2, Luke 12:49-56

August 21st - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 58:9b-14 and Psalm 103:1-8, Hebrew 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17

August 28th - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proverbs 25:6-7 and Psalm 112; Hebrew 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14

Read the Scripture passages here. 

Serving in August

Week of August 7th
Liturgist: Bob Kurtz
Service Elder: Deb Prince
Camera Operator: ________
Inspirational Phone Message: Paula Grieves

Week of August 14th
Liturgist: Margy Barbour
Service Elder: Bill Wolf
Camera Operator: Lynn Karnes
Inspirational Phone Message: Mary Hubbard

Week of August 21st
Liturgist: Wayne Bevers
Service Elder: ________
Camera Operator: Bob Kurtz
Inspirational Phone Message: Bob Williams

Week of August 28th
Liturgist: Margy Barbour
Service Elder: ________
Camera Operator: ________
Inspirational Phone Message: Doug Lunsford

The Lord's Supper
Sunday, August 7th!

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/


Join us for the celebration of the Sacrament, in
person or online. If you join us online you are
welcome to prepare bread and cup for your
participation in the Sacrament.

Worship Live Streaming

We continue live streaming worship services to the church's YouTube.com (go to
YouTube.com and search for John Gardiner – First Presbyterian Church) or go on the
First Presbyterian Church Facebook page. You may join us at 9:55am (or later) for
worship as it happens, and a link to the worship recording will remain on the church's
website after the live stream is done.

The worship bulletin (order of worship), hymn music and lyrics, and weekly
announcements can also be found on that webpage, fpcroswell.org, before worship
every Sunday. Those who join the live stream can check in and make comments
throughout worship using the chat columns in both Facebook and YouTube.

Join us for "live" worship or check out the recordings afterwards!

Coffee Fellowship is Happening!

You are invited to join us for coffee and cookies served
after Worship Service in the narthex! There is a signup
sheet on the desk in the narthex if you would like to
volunteer to bring cookies one Sunday.

Elders and Deacons Ordination/Installation Service was
held on Sunday, July 10th, during Worship Service!

The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Roswell, NM, ordained Ellen Jo Williams
to ministry as Deacon and installed her to active service in this congregation. The
Session also installed to active service those who have been previously ordained:
Deacons Connie Wolf, Lynn Karnes, and Ann Ruback and ruling Elder, Bonnie
Montgomery.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNAhzsMBY6s4-NAG6u3VpVA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNAhzsMBY6s4-NAG6u3VpVA
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=John+Gardiner+-+First+Presbyterian+Church
https://www.facebook.com/fpcroswell
https://www.fpcroswell.org/worship-video.html


First Presbyterian Church

Deacons
Connie Wolf
Margo Fullinwider
Lorrie Miller
Edith Malcolm
Ross Robinson
Joy Kurtz
Bob Kurtz
Isaac Hubbard
Lois Wilson
Lynn Karnes
Ellen Jo Williams
Ann Ruback

Session
Randy Nolen, Moderator
Bonnie Montgomery
Wayne Bevers
Mary Hubbard
Dietta Hitchcock
Doug Lunsford
Bob Entrop

The Pastor Nominating Committee

The Pastoral Nominating Committee continues to review applications and interview
for our Pastor position. Please pray that the process will run smoothly, and a new
installed pastor will be in place soon. If you have any questions, contact Wayne
Bevers, PNC Committee Chairman. The Pastor Nominating Committee includes:

Wayne Bevers, Committee Chairman
Paula Grieves

Dietta Hitchcock
Ross Robertson

Bob Entrop 

"With Heart and Voice"

"With Heart and Voice" is a weekly organ and choral music series on local PBS radio
station KENW 91.1 FM. Programming often celebrates the seasons of the church
year. This excellent series is supported by First Presbyterian Church. Tune in on
Sundays from 8:00am to 9:00am!

August 2022 Themes
August 7th - I Believe

August 14th - August Birthdays
August 21st - Music for Evening

http://interactive.wxxi.org/whv
http://interactive.wxxi.org/whv


August 28th - The Princeton Singers

Prayer Requests

Please relay prayer requests to the church office at
(575) 622-4910 or e-mail at office@fpcroswell.org.

Congregational Contact Ministry

Please continue to work with the Deacons and pastor to maintain contact by phone,
text, email, and US mail with all of our saints. Thanks for your help with this important
ministry.

Daily Inspirational Phone Message

Start your day with an inspiring message.
Sit back, relax, and listen to words of

peace, hope, and joy to brighten your day
and life!

Dial (575) 622-4923.

Giving to God Electronically
Through Our Church

You may give to God through our church via the church's online giving portal. You
may specify a one-time or recurring gift using your checking account or credit
card. You may also specify a donation to the church's General Fund, Deacons' Fund,
or Pastor's Assistance Fund.

Thank you for your faithful stewardship of God's abundant resources!

Coming up in September 2022
Peace & Global Witness Offering

SEPTEMBER 4–OCTOBER 2!

"Peace at all times in all ways." 
2 Thessalonians 3:16

As we work to share Christ’s peace with one
another, let’s share that peace with those beyond
our doors, beyond our communities and beyond our
borders. The Peace & Global Witness Offering

https://www.fpcroswell.org/give.html


provides the tools and resources for us as we join
together, connected as active peacemakers.
Together we are building God's house where
everyone is welcome; where all can find
compassion, peace, and justice.

Twenty-five percent of the collection supports local
peacemaking. The offering will be formally collected
on World Communion Sunday, October 2nd, but
donations will be gratefully accepted beginning
Sunday, September 4th.

Let us pray ~ O God of all Creation, lead us joyfully
from our places of comfort to bring your peace to
those experiencing violence, displacement and fear.
As we spread your joy, may we connect others with

your healing and sheltering peace. Amen.

Please Pray for Our Church

Please pray for Christ's church in all of its variety in our city, nation, and the
world,
and...
For the revitalization and renewal of the First Presbyterian Church of
Roswell, as we are led by God's Holy Spirit.

August Birthdays!

2nd

3rd

6th

6th

8th

10th

22nd

23rd

Stacye Hunter

Ralph Kaler

Connie Wolf

Bonnie Montgomery

Gerri Harrington

Patt Harrington

Joy Kurtz

Anna Maria Matteucci



August Anniversary!

20th Jim & Betty Young

FEATURED PC(USA)
MISSION WORKER FOR

August 2022


Tyler Holm

Mission Co-worker in Malawi since 2013
Serving at the University of Livingstonia,

College of Theology

Tyler serves in Ekwendeni, Malawi, at the
invitation of the Church of Central Africa
Presbyterian (CCAP), Synod of Livingstonia.
He serves as a lecturer of systematic theology
and church history in the Faculty of Theology at

the University of Livingstonia, which prepares future CCAP ministers and community
leaders.

The university is a private institution owned and run by the Synod of Livingstonia; it is
open to students of different Christian traditions. The Faculty of Theology and its
predecessor, the College of Theology, have operated in Ekwendeni since 2003. The
campus is about 10 miles north of Mzuzu. Since its founding, the university has
expanded its degree program from a two-year licentiate to a three-year diploma of
theology (first awarded in 2009) and a four-year bachelor’s degree in theology (first
awarded in 2010). In 2016, the university began offering a master’s program.

Read more about Tyler's work...

Luncheon and Ice Cream Social held on Sunday,
July 17th after Worship Service!

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/malawi/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/dr-rochelle-holm-and-tyler-holm/




September 2022 Quilt Show!



The Rev. John Guthrie, Ret. officiated his son, Robert and bride,
Alexandra Boyd's wedding in Danskey Estate, Stranrear, Scotland!

Pictured below from left to right are the bride's parents,
Alexandra, Robert, Nancy and John Guthrie!

Congratulations to the newlywed couple!

The tree at the northwest corner of the FPC Church was in the
process of being cut down on Wednesday, July 27th!
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